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The GoNorth! expedition concludes the most successful Adventure Learning Program to date
MINNEAPOLIS (May 30, 2006) — After 70 days of dog sledding that covered over 750 miles, six native communities, seven ecosystems and some of the most visually stunning landscape in the world, the GoNorth! explorers, teachers and scientists concluded the most comprehensive online education program to date. Traveling through the Alaskan Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR), the team delivered a free adventure learning program focused on Alaska’s oil drilling controversy and the search for renewable resources. Thousands of K-12 classrooms participated worldwide. Best Buy Children’s Foundation partnered with the University of Minnesota to be the primary funder of the free adventure learning program.
One of the program’s participating teachers accompanied the team for the last two weeks on the trail—a unique element to the expedition. Mick Hamilton, a 7th grade science teacher at Northfield Middle School flew in from Minnesota and met up with the team on the trail.  Hamilton experienced the curriculum that just a few days prior he had been teaching his own students in the classroom.

“To travel into the native communities and meet the people firsthand was an incredible experience,” said Hamilton. “Adventure Learning is an exciting way to get the students excited about learning by giving them tools to interact in real-time with students and explorers all over the world and allow them to apply their learning to real-life situations.”  

Through the use of sophisticated telecommunications technology, GoNorth! used the Internet as the primary teaching tool. With a state-of the-art, interactive web site, www.polarhusky.com, students worldwide interacted and collaborated with topic experts, other users, and GoNorth! team members live from the field. The robust online environment offers multi-media tools that allow the audience to experience the Arctic as if they were there themselves.

The Native Communities
With the curriculum centered on the oil drilling controversy in ANWR, the timing was perfect for the GoNorth! expedition. The team visited six native communities, each of which ran the gamut in their dependence/independence on oil drilling. Talking to the elders of the communities, the team was able to grasp what each group was going through and what was needed for them to sustain their existence. They also gained understanding of the global climate change significantly impacting the Arctic and in particular this region which has experienced a 5 degree increase in its temperatures in the past decade alone.
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Expedition’s Firsts

There were many “firsts” throughout the expedition. They were the first dogsled expedition supported by the National Science Foundation, the first dog sled team to go to Prudhoe Bay, the first net-zero expedition and the first to create a blog for Arctic students. All these firsts helped GoNorth! ANWR 2006 exceed all expectations.

The Education Program
Funded by Best Buy Children’s Foundation and developed and conducted by the University of Minnesota in partnership with NOMADS Online Classroom Expeditions, GoNorth! was based on the successful model of Adventure Learning, which shares the firsthand experiences of the dogsled expedition and draws the public and students into the environmental study. The journey also addresses a national need for engaging authentic learning experiences in the K-12 classroom as a significant online tool to improve learning for all students.

Researching Global Climate Change

While collaborating with students and teachers live in the online learning environment, the expedition team documented environmental field realities relevant to understanding patterns of climate change. The scientific research was conducted in collaboration with the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) and the Office of Polar Programs at the National Science Foundation. As part of the curriculum, students around the world were also conducting the same research with snow at their schools.

The Next Expedition

GoNorth! ANWR 2006 was the first of five expeditions that will circumnavigate the Arctic to observe, experience and document previously in-situ environmental realities and collect traditional ecological knowledge. The inquiry-based classroom and online GoNorth! curricula center around an environmental issue that changes yearly to reflect the expedition’s new Arctic locale and associated indigenous cultures.
The next phase of the program will tackle mineral exploration in the Chutkotka, Russia. The expedition is scheduled for February through May 2007.

About the College of Education and Human Development - University of Minnesota

The Department of Curriculum and Instruction at the University of Minnesota is consistently ranked as one of the top twenty departments of curriculum and instruction in the country. In addition, the department is surrounded by a world class university that was recently ranked as one of the top three public research universities in the nation. The department combines award-winning teaching, research and service in a way that most other universities in the nation can not.
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About NOMADS

NOMADS Adventure & Education is a forerunner in the concept of Adventure Learning. For the past 10 years, NOMADS has given students worldwide opportunities to collaborate and learn while participating in Arctic exploration. Dedicated to developing multi-disciplinary, standard-aligned curricula, NOMADS’ mission is to enable teachers in K-12 classrooms to use advanced interactive telecommunications and technology as teaching tools. Beginning in 1999, NOMADS Online Classroom Expeditions is an annual program offered to teachers and students worldwide using the Arctic and traditional culture as a springboard for interactive, multi-disciplinary learning in a unique collaborative online classroom infrastructure supported by IBM Lotus Development and Connectria.
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